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The Salinas administration's efforts to sell El Nacional newspaper to the private sector and
to contract private companies to manage repair shops for the national railroad (Ferrocarriles
Nacionales, FERRONALES) have resulted in new layoffs and temporary displacements. According
to the Mexican Workers Confederation (Confederacion de Trabajadores de Mexico, CTM), due
to privatizations and restructuring of state enterprises, more than 66,000 government workers
lost their jobs in January- August 1993 (for more details see SourceMex, 09/29/93). On Oct. 18,
El Nacional announced a plan to restructure its workforce by temporarily laying off 520 workers
at the newspaper's main office in Mexico City, plus an undisclosed number of workers at the
bureaus in Monterrey and Hermosillo. El Nacional was at one time part of a package of media
enterprises the government offered for sale to the private sector. However, the newspaper was
removed from the package which was eventually sold to a group of investors led by businessman
Ricardo Salinas Pliego because bids were considered too low (see SourceMex, 07/21/93). El Nacional
is also considering a reduction of its workforce at its bureaus in Tijuana and Guanajuato, where
regional editions of the paper are published. Meanwhile, on Oct. 5, FERRONALES announced
that the railroad plans to dismiss more than 10,000 workers employed at 17 locomotive and rail car
maintenance and repair facilities. According to La Jornada newspaper, FERRONALES will retain
ownership of the facilities and will propose general regulations, but the private companies will be
given complete freedom to implement their management and operation schemes. A FERRONALES
spokesperson said the railroad will ask the private companies taking over the operation of the
shops to rehire as many of the dismissed employees as possible, although the final decision
will be left up to the companies. Prior to the latest announcement, FERRONALES had already
reduced its workforce through a program of early retirement for about 25,000 workers. On Oct.
18, FERRONALES issued a report suggesting that despite the reduction in workforce initiated
last year, the railroad's productivity has increased by 40%. According to the report, the railroad is
streamlining job assignments and introducing new technology, which has resulted in more efficient
operations. In fact, the report said the structural changes implemented over the past year have
allowed FERRONALES to increase its international cargo traffic by 20%. (Sources: La Jornada,
10/05/93, 10/09/93; Notimex, 10/18/93)
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